LETITIA  &  LAUR. 


I 

1 


MORAL  TALE. 


BY  A  MOT 


OLBORN    HT'  \flORNi 


ALTER. 


*£  CHILDREN'S   BOOK  <|* 
COLLECTION 

\  j35  "• 

i  2 

jj*  LIBRARY  OF  THE  V 

S» »  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA  Jft 

2>  LOS  ANGELES  JV 


LETITIA  AND  LAURA 


Jttoval  flTale* 


BY    A   MOTHER. 


LONDON: 

\V.  DARTON,  IIOLBORN  HILL;   AND  SWINBORNE 
AND    WALTER. 

1824. 


Printed  by  Swiiibonif  and  Walter,  Colciu.stor. 


LETITIA  AND  LAURA. 


THE  subjects  of  the  following  story 
were  two  little  girls*  daughters  of 
a  merchant,  who  resided  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  metropolis.  Letitia, 
the  eldest,  was  very  handsome, 
extremely  good  natured,  and  with- 
out the  smallest  degree  of  pride ; 
indeed,  it  was  her  failing  not  to 
possess  even  enough  to  make  her 
agreeable  to  companions  equal  to 
her  in  circumstances :  though  her 
good  nature  could  not  authorise 
them  to  be  offended,  yet  they 
would  ofttimes  feel  a  little  pro- 
voked, when  they  were  in  the  full 


enjoyment  of  a  walk,  she  would 
run  from  them,  and  join  a  parcel 
of  vulgar  girls,  and  stand  laughing 
and  talking  with  them,  whilst  the 
party  were  left  waiting. 

Laura,  the  youngest,  was  not 
near  so  good-looking  as  her  sister, 
nor  could  she  be  called  either  good 
tempered,  or  cross  ;  but  the  parti- 
ality she  at  all  times  felt  for  Letitia, 
had  so  much  power  over  her,  as  to 
make  her  always  willing  to  submit, 
in  silence,  to  the  plan  of  amusement 
that  her  sister  thought  proper  to 
adopt,  whether  she  thought  it  ex- 
actly consistent  or  not ;  yet,  she 
was  far  from  being  active  in  pur- 
suits that  were  made  choice  of,  but 
took  care  never  directly  to  oppose 
any:  however,  she  would  some- 


times  venture  to  give  her  sister 
a  gentle  hint,  that  their  mamma 
would  be  offended  if  she  knew  that 
they  went  to  play  with  such  rude 
girls.  "  Oh,  never  mind,  I  don't 
care,"  Letitia  would  say.  This 
shocking  language  of  dorit  care, 
was  ever  uppermost  with  her, 
though  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  it  wras  more  from  bad 
habit  that  she  made  use  of  it,  than 
that  she  did  not  care ;  for  she  was 
too  good  natured  to  wish  to  give 
offence,  or  pain,  to  any  one,  but 
that  want  of  becoming  pride  made 
her  giddy  and  thoughtless,  and 
often  led  her  into  errors  which  she 
otherwise  would  have  avoided. 

These  two  little  girls  were  fre- 
quently allowed  to  take  walks  by 


themselves,  and  it  was  at  such 
times,  that  Letitia  would  indulge  in 
her  propensity  for  low  company : 
she  had  not  much  difficulty  in 
finding  acquaintances  of  this  kind, 
and  she  soon  got  intimate  enough 
with  them  to  go  to  their  houses, 
where  she  was  always  sure  of  a 
welcome  reception.  In  time,  Leti- 
tia began  to  feel  so  happy  amongst 
them,  that  she  would  often  stay 
half  an  hour,  or  more,  over  the 
time  allowed  for  walking;  she 
thought  it  of  no  consequence,  as 
her  mamma  was  not  strict  over 
them,  at  least  not  so  much  so,  as  to 
require  an  account  where  they  had 
been. 

Although    Laura    always  went 
with  her  sister,  she  was  not  re- 


ceived  by  these  companions  with 
half  that  pleasure  that  Letitia  was 
yet  her  presence  did  not  excite 
envy,  for  that  her  indifference 
prevented,  as  she  took  care  never 
to  spoil  their  amusements,  if  she 
did  not  join  in  them  ;  and  when- 
ever she  was  asked,  she  did  not 
refuse,  but  was  never  foremost,  as 
Letitia  was  always  expected  to 
take  the  lead.  If  Laura  met  these 
little  girls  in  the  street  at  any 
time,  and  she  did  not  feel  inclined 
to  speak  to  them,  it  gave  them  no 
concern  ;  but  to  meet  Letitia  with- 
out her  leaving  the  company  she 
might  be  with,  and  coming  direct- 
ly  to  chat  with  them,  would  have 
been  considered  an  unpardonable 
neglect.  However,  at  present,  Le- 
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titia  had  no  inclination  to  shun 
them,  for  she  felt  a  particular 
enjoyment  in  their  society,  not 
being"  subject  to  any  restriction, 
or  having  any  remarks  made  upon 
her  conduct,  however  improper 
she  might  act.  She  might  laugh, 
jump,  halloo !  in  short,  behave  as 
vulgar  as  she  pleased,  her  com- 
panions would  not  object  to  it,  but 
gladly  follow  her  example ;  and, 
as  they  were  ruled  by  her  when 
she  was  with  them,  it  would  have 
been  a  happy  thing  had  she  thought 
of  improving  them.  It  was  evident 
they  waited  to  see  what  she  would 
do,  from  an  idea  of  her  being  su- 
perior to  themselves  ;  and  in  that 
case,  they  would  as  soon  have 
followed  a  good  example,  as  a  bad 
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one ;  besides,  as  long  as  she  con- 
tinued to  pursue  this  line  of  con- 
duct, her  education  was  of  no  use, 
for  she  was  abusing  the  privileges 
that  were  bestowed  upon  her  for 
her  advantage.  Whatever  accom- 
plishments she  acquired  were  to- 
tally thrown  away,  for  she  had  no 
wish  to  display  them,  nor  would 
it  have  been  of  any  use,  amongst 
the  playfellows  she  made  choice  of. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  but  Laura 
was  particularly  fond  of  her  sister, 
for  she  gave  proof  of  her  sincere 
attachment,  by  going  into  com- 
pany to  accommodate  her,  which 
in  her  own  mind  she  could  not 
approve ;  for  it  must  be  known, 
that  Laura  seemed  rather  proud 
than  not,  but  you  could  not  so 
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easily  judge  of  her  disposition  as 
you  might  of  Letitia's,  for  Laura 
was  very  reserved,  whilst  her  sister 
was  as  free. 

During  the  summer  season,  their 
parents  would  ofttimes  have  an 
excursion  upon  the  water,  with 
such  friends  as  they  chose  to  in- 
vite ;  sometimes  they  would  have 
only  a  family  party,  consisting  of 
the  children  and  servants.  On 
one  occasion  of  this  kind,  Letitia 
told  her  companions  of  the  treat 
they  were  going  to  enjoy,  and  what 
time  they  should  sail;  they  all 
immediately  said,  they  would  go 
down  to  the  water-side,  and  see 
them  set  off.  "  Ah,  do,"  said  Le- 
titia :  "  but,  if  you  see  us,"  said  the 
little  girls,  "  you  dare  not  speak 
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to  us : "  they  were  always  fearful 
of  losing  their  playfellow,  so,  to 
prevent  it,  they  would  often  tell 
her  she  durst  not  speak  to  them ; 
but  Letitia  would  soon  silence 
them  by  saying,  "  oh,  I  don't  care 
who  sees  me  with  you,  or  speaking 
to  you." 

The  wished-for  time  arrived, 
and  the}'  were  all  there  to  witness 
the  scene.  Letitia  no  sooner  saw 
them,  than  she  made  signs  that 
she  would  soon  go.  Laura  saw 
them  some  time  before  her  sister, 
and  was  in  hopes  they  should  get 
into  the  boat  before  Letitia  would 
see  them ;  but  when  she  saw  her 
in  the  act  of  running  towards 
them,  she  pulled  hold  of  her,  and 
begged  she  would  not  go  to  them ; 
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"  for,"  said  she,  "  mamma  will 
assuredly  be  angry  if -you  do." 
"  Well,  my  dear/'  said  Letitia, 
"  but  you  know,  I  must  go  and 
speak  to  them,  or  they  will  think 
me  proud ;"  so  off  she  ran.  She 
had  so  much  to  say  to  them,  that 
she  staid  till  her  mamma  missed 
her,  who,  looking  around,  saw  how 
she  was  engaged.  It  made  her 
feel  very  angry,  to  think  Letitia 
should  run  away,  as  it  occasioned 
delay  ;  for  she  was  obliged  to  send 
one  of  the  servants  to  hasten  her. 
When  she  joined  the  party  again, 
her  mamma  asked  her,  how  she 
came  to  leave  when  she  saw  every 
thing  ready?  Letitia  very  inno- 
cently replied,  that  she  only  just 
went  to  speak  to  the  little  girls 
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that  were  standing  yonder.  "Why, 
my  dear,"  said  her  mamma,  with 
surprise,  "do  you  know  them?" 
"  Yes,"  said  Letitia,  "  I  often  go 
to  their  houses  to  play  with  them." 
"  Indeed  !"  observed  her  mamma. 
"  Well,"  she  continued,  "  if  you 
have  done  it,  you  did  it  without 
my  knowledge ;  and  your  telling 
me,  is  a  proof  of  your  not  being 
aware  of  the  impropriety  of  form- 
ing such  acquaintances.  I  forgive 
you,  but  must  insist  upon  your  not 
going  again,  as  a  companion.  I 
have  no  objection  to  your  going 
amongst  poor  people,  to  see  into 
their  wants.  If  that  had  been  your 
motive,  I  should  have  been  pleased 
with  you ;  for  I  do  not  wish  you 
to  be  high-minded,  because  God, 
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in  his  providence,  has  given  you 
enjoyments  beyond  thousands  of 
your  fellow-creatures ;  nor  would 
I  have  you  forget,  that  rich  and 
poor  are  all  allied  by  nature,  but 
thankfully  to  acknowledge  it,  by 
relieving,  as  far  as  you  can,  the 
necessities  of  such  as  need  and 
deserve ;  for,  '  He  that  giveth  to 
the  poor,  lendeth  to  the  Lord/  I 
do  not  intend  to  vex  you,  my 
dear  child,  but  at  present  I  have 
not  clearly  pointed  out  my  mean- 
ing, so  as  to  make  you  sensible  of 
the  impropriety  of  forming  low 
acquaintances.  In  the  first  place, 
too  much  familiarity  with  persons 
destitute  of  education,  will  cause 
them  to  look  upon  you  without 
respect,  for  they  are  not  sensible 
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of  the  advantage  they  might  derive 
from  the  society  of  persons  that 
have  been  blessed  with  such  a 
privilege.  Secondly,  the  persons 
who  have  had  the  benefit  of  a 
liberal  education,  by  mixing  with 
such  as  companions,  cannot  be 
agreeable  to  them,  unless  they 
submit  to  their  way,  and  in  a  great 
measure  to  using  their  language, 
which  is  always  very  improper; 
for  instance,  they  might  use  the 
word  nature  in  this  manner,  nater, 
and  many,  indeed  almost  all  their 
words,  are  misapplied  or  impro- 
perly pronounced;  and  you  Le- 
titia  are  so  good-natured,  that  you 
would  as  soon  accommodate  any 
one  in  this  way  as  any  other; 
therefore,  all  the  care  bestowed 
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upon  you,  to  fit  you  for  your 
present  station  in  life,  would  be 
rendered  useless.  You,  perhaps, 
my  dear  child,  may  fancy  there  is 
pride  in  persons  who  do  not  form 
acquaintance,  in  an  indiscriminate 
manner,  with  whoever  come  in 
their  way ;  but  believe  me,  it  is 
more  from  prudent  motives,  that 
persons  of  understanding  do  not 
do  it,  than  from  pride.  I  should 
wish  to  direct  your  attention  to 
an  object  worthy  your  imitation, 
to  one  who  seems  to  have  a  just 
idea  of  right  and  wrong ;  it  is  true 
she  is  several  years  older  than  you, 
but  she  is  exactly  what  I  could 
wish  you  to  be."  "  Pray  who  is 
it,  mamma?"  said  Letitia.  "  Why, 
my  dear,"  returned  her  mamma, 
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"  it  is  Miss  Mean  well."  "  Oh, 
mamma,"  exclaimed  Letitia  and 
Laura  at  once,  "  she  is  indeed  a 
charming  young  lady."  "  Ah  F' 
said  Laura,  "  I  have  often  wished 
to  be  just  like  her." 

"  Yes,  my  dears/'  said  their 
mamma,  "  every  one  admires  her, 
for  she  is  polite  without  affecta- 
tion ;  this  makes  her  agreeable,  in 
the  circle  wherein  she  moves ;  and 
poor  people,  though  she  does  not 
descend  to  vulgar  freedom  with 
them,  can  see  nothing  forbidden 
in  her  looks,  but  they  will  speak 
of  their  grievances  to  her,  as  to  a 
friend  in  whom  they  hope  to  find 
consolation  !  they  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  be  reserved  where  she  goes, 
for  her  every  look,  word,  and  ac- 
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tion  are  characteristic  of  her  gene- 
rous and  benevolent  disposition. 
She  has  the  greatest  antipathy  to 
what  may  in  reality  be  called 
pride ;  for  she  justly  observes,  it 
is  the  highest  degree  of  ignorance 
and  folly,  and  the  root  of  all  evil : 
yet  she  considers  every  one  ought 
to  possess  a  share,  sufficient  to  have 
a  proper  knowledge  of  themselves, 
and  what  they  ought  to  be/' 

"  Well,  mamma,"  said  Letitia, 
"  I  cannot  make  out  what  she 
means  by  saying,  that  pride  is 
ignorance  and  folly,  and  then  im- 
mediately allowing,  we  ought  to 
possess  some/'  "  Why,  my  dear, 
I  will  endeavour  to  explain,  what 
seems  to  you  a  paradox.  In  the 
first  place,  we  ought  not  to  value 
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ourselves  the  more  for  wearing 
rich  apparel,  nor  because  God,  in 
his  goodness,  has  given  us  riches 
and  worldly  possessions ;  for  that 
would  be  pride  which  we  ought 
not  to  admit,  because  it  would  be 
making  an  evil  of  what  was  de- 
signed for  our  good.  Nor  ought 
these  benefits  to  make  us  so  high- 
minded,  as  to  forget  those  who 
have  not  been  thus  favoured,  but 
ought  rather  to  be  a  stimulus  for 
us  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost 
in  their  behalf.  The  pride  which 
is  becoming,  and  which  ought  not 
to  be  neglected,  but  to  be  made 
our  chief  study,  is  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  every  kind  of  knowledge 
that  can  in  any  way  tend  to  the 
improvement  of  our  minds,  and  to 
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adopt  every  generous  and  noble 
principle.  These  are  the  requisites 
for  us  to  know  ourselves,  and  which 
will  teach  us  to  form  acquaintances 
iu  our  own  sphere,  or  where  we 
can  most  improve,  and  will  never 
suffer  us  to  forget  such  as  we  can 
be  of  any  service  to  ;  and,  more 
especially,  will  teach  us  never  to 
forget  God !  the  great  Author  of 
all  good." 

They  had  now  reached  where 
they  intended  to  land,  a  delightful 
pleasant  place  for  a  fine  summer's 
day :  it  was  a  bath-house,  situated 
-in  the  midst  of  trees,  upon  an  emi- 
nence, but  sufficiently  open  to 
command  a  view  of  the  river  and 
distant  landscape.  Having  passed  a 
short  time  in  admiring  the  scenery, 
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the  ladies  went  into  the  bath ;  af- 
terwards they  walked  to  a  little 
kind  of  farm-house,  occupied  by 
industrious  and  cleanly  people, 
who  were  put  in  possession  by  the 
owners  of  the  estate,  who  resided 
in  London.  The  farm  was  stocked 
with  fowls,  cattle,  and  every  thing 
that  was  useful  to  send  up  to  the 
family,  that  they  might  be  supplied 
according  to  their  wishes ;  and  the 
best  rooms  in  the  house  were  kept 
in  order  for  them,  against  the  time 
they  chose  to  come  down  into  the 
country.  As  their  stay  seldom  ex- 
ceeded a  month,  the  persons  who 
looked  after  the  estate  had  the 
privilege  of  allowing  ladies  and 
gentlemen  to  visit  the  place,  and 
use  the  bath,  as  well  as  to  partake  of 
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their  entertainments  within  these 
apartments :  if  they  formed  a  tea 
party,  which  was  very  usual,  they 
could  always  be  supplied  with  good 
cream  and  new  butter,  out  of  the 
dairy  ;  the  pleasant  distance  it  was 
from  the  town,  and  the  very  com- 
fortable accommodations  they  met 
with  when  they  arrived,  made  it 
highly  agreeable,  and  consequently 
greatly  frequented.  Letitia  and 
Laura  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves 
to  the  extent  of  their  anticipation, 
for  they  were  skipping  about,  and 
seeing  the  cows  milked,  and  the 
hens  and  chickens  fed  ;  the  ducks, 
and  the  snow-white  geese,  swim- 
ming with  their  little  broods  in 
the  water ;  the  turkies  and  the 
majestic  peacocks,  with  their  grand 
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and  variegated  plumage,  contrasted 
by  the  simple  but  elegant  guinea- 
hen;  together  with  such  pleasing 
variety  as  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate,  but  could  never  cease 
to  delight  the  eye,  or  afford  scope 
for  the  imagination.  The  children 
were  now  called  to  partake  of  some 
refreshments,  after  which  another 
short  walk  finished  the  purpose  of 
their  excursion,  not  forgetting  be- 
ing favoured  with  a  delightful  calm 
evening  to  sail  back  again. 

The  children  could  think  nor 
talk  of  nothing  else  that  night  but 
what  they  had  seen,  and  what  plea- 
sure they  had  enjoyed  during  the 
day;  but  the  next  morning,  Le- 
titia  began  to  think  of  what  her 
mamma  had  said  to  her,  respecting 
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her  acquaintances,  and  to  wonder 
how  she  should  behave  to  them; 
for  she  felt  equally  sorry  at  the 
idea  of  vexing  them,  as  she  did  to 
anger  her  mamma.  However,  after 
turning  it  over  in  her  mind  some 
time,  she  concluded,  if  she  did  go 
to  play  with  them  as  usual,  her 
mamma  would  know  nothing  about 
it ;  besides,  she  had  not  promised 
she  would  not  go  again,  so  she 
thought  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  it,  and  she  felt  glad  that  she 
should  not  have  cause  to  grieve 
herself  for  having  made  others 
unhappy.  Her  mamma  did  not 
renew  the  subject,  because  she 
thought  she  had  already  said  suf- 
ficient to  deter  her  from  continuing 
their  acquaintance ;  but  in  that  she 
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was  mistaken,  for  the  first  walk 
that  Letitia  took,  after  the  forego- 
ing- conversation  had  passed,  she 
directed  her  steps  to  the  accus- 
tomed places.  Even  Laura  felt 
surprised  and  disappointed;  so 
much  so,  that  she  refused  to  go 
with  her  sister,  in  spite  of  all  the 
reasons  she  gave  to  excuse  herself. 
Laura  said,  "  well,  my  dear  sister, 
since  you  seem  to  think  there  is 
so  much  necessity  for  your  going, 
I  will  go  for  a  little  walk,  and  call 
for  you  when  I  come  back  ;  but/' 
said  she,  "  I  wish  you  would  not 
£0."  "  Well,  my  dear/'  replied 
Letitia,  "  I  do  not  intend  to  con- 
tinue it  much  longer,  only  the 
slight  will  appear  less,  if  I  leave 
oft'  by  degrees  ;  so,  if  you  will  not 
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go  with  me,  pray  do  as  you  said." 
With  this,  they  agreed  to  separate 
for  an  hour. 

Laura  felt  very  low,  walking  by 
herself;  and  the  time  she  loitered 
rather  than  walked  away,  for  it 
seemed  to  hang  so  heavy,  she  could 
not  reconcile  herself  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it.  Nor  could  Letitia  feel 
so  gay  and  full  of  spirits  as  usual, 
amongst  her  companions ;  which 
was  not  forgotten  to  be  noticed  by 
them,  for  they  said,  "  come,  Le- 
titia, you  don't  half  play  ;"  and,  to 
induce  her,  they  began  pulling  and 
jumping  her,  and  behaving  in  the 
most  vulgar  manner. 

Whether  it  was  from  what  her 
mamma  had  said,  Letitia  could  not 
tell,  but  she  thought  she  had  never 


27 

seen  them  act  in  such  a  rude  man- 
ner before,  and  she  could  not  help 
telling-  them  so ;  but  they  said, 
"Oh,  come  along,  you  are  only 
laughing."  Shortly  after,  Laura 
came  in,  and  Letitia  felt  so  glad, 
that  she  left  immediately.  They 
did  not  communicate  to  each  other 
their  thoughts,  but  they  both  could 
perceive  that  they  were  alike  dis- 
satisfied, and  that  the  time  had  not 
been  passed  altogether  agreeably. 

Letitia  began  to  discover  her 
mamma's  meaning,  and  to  consider 
of  what  great  use  she  might  have 
been  to  these  poor  girls,  had  she 
not  been  imprudent ;  she  thought, 
after  having  associated  so  inti- 
mately with  them,  and  having  en- 
couraged them,  by  example,  to  be- 
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have  even  worse  than  they  would 
have  done  in  her  presence,  they 
could  never  look  upon  her  as  one 
from  whom  they  might  receive 
benefits.  In  the  bitterness  of  these 
reflections,  she  said,  "  Ah !  I  de- 
serve reproach,  and  the  thought 
that  these  poor  girls  cannot  re- 
spect me  is  enough ;  what  plea- 
sure I  have  lost,  and  how  much 
instruction  and  comfort  have  I 
deprived  them  of,  that  I  might 
have  given  them,  when  I  had  be- 
come older,  and  more  competent. 
I  shall  now  be  obliged  to  shun 
them,  to  avoid  their  importunities  ; 
for  I  have  often  told  them,  if  I  did 
not  speak,  they  would  know  it  was 
because  I  did  not  see  them,  and 
therefore  they  must  come,  or  call 
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me,   and   I   would   soon   be  with 
them." 

The  thought  did  not  occur  to 
Letitia,  that  she  was  yet  only  a 
child,  and  that  by  henceforth  pur- 
suing a  proper  conduct  towards  her 
former  companions,  those  errors 
which  she  had  heedlessly  run  into, 
would  pass  away,  and  in  time  be 
utterly  forgotten ;  for  there  is  no 
occasion  for  any  one  to  continue 
in  error,  because  they  have  hap- 
pily discovered  they  are  in  one, 
which  would  only  be  the  way  to 
augment  the  offence.  Letitia's 
goodness  of  disposition  would  not 
allow  her  to  neglect  these  girls, 
for  fear  of  giving  pain  ;  but  she 
felt  convinced  it  was  requisite  for 
her  to  alter  her  conduct.  And  as 
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she  felt  at  a  loss  how  to  do  this 
with  propriety,  she  ought  in  justice 
to  herself,  as  well  as  to  her  parent, 
to  have  consulted  her  mamma ;  for 
as  she  told  her  when  she  found  her 
wrong,  she  would  certainly,  had 
she  been  applied  to,  have  led  her 
in  the  way  that  was  right ;  as  the 
parent  is  always  wiser  than  the 
child,  they  ought  in  duty  to  ask 
their  advice,  rather  than  follow 
their  own ;  for  any  child  does 
wrong  to  form  an  acquaintance 
with  others,  without  first  knowing 
whether  they  are  such  as  their 
parents  would  approve  of. 

However,  in  the  present  case,  we 
will  do  Letitia  the  justice  to  say, 
that  had  she  given  it  a  thought, 
she  would  have  asked  the  advice 
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she  so  much  needed  ;  but  as  she 
was  going  to  boarding-school  very 
shortly,  she  thought  she  should 
have  a  good  opportunity  to  with- 
draw from  their  company,  and  that 
she  would  play  with  them  till  then. 
She  did  so,  but  soon  lost  all  im- 
pression of  the  good  resolution  she 
had  formed,  for  she  was  as  happy 
as  ever  with  them,  though  she 
could  seldom  get  Laura  to  go  with 
her;  for  she  was  desirous  of  taking 
advantage  of  what  her  mamma  had 
said,  more  from  pride,  and  a  con- 
sciousness she  felt  of  superiority, 
than  for  any  other  reason  ;  indeed, 
she  used  sometimes  to  say,  she 
would  be  charitable  to  poor  people, 
when  she  had  it  in  her  power,  but 
she  would  never  visit  their  houses : 
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this  plainly  shewed  that  she  was 
proud,  and  valued  herself  upon 
riches.  This  their  mamma  as  ex- 
pressly forbid  as  the  other. 

The  period  having  arrived  that 
Letitia  was  to  go  to  school,  she 
did  not  fail  going  to  bid  her  com- 
panions good  bye  ;  and  it  was  like 
the  parting  of  most  children,  with- 
out any  thought  of  the  future 
bringing  changes.  She  had  not 
been  long  at  school,  confined  to 
the  society  of  such  as  were  equal 
to  her  in  life,  before  she  began  to 
call  to  memory  her  former  pastimes 
and  companions  ;  for  though  her 
present  acquaintances  were  not  ex- 
empt from  every  fault,  yet  they 
differed  in  their  kind,  for  neither 
their  manners  nor  conversations 
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consequence,  she  frequently  got 
laughed  at,  for  some  vulgar  ex- 
pression, or  action,  which  inad- 
vertently betrayed  that  she  had 
not  been  particular  in  her  choice 
of  play-fellows,  and  it  made  her 
feel  more  than  ever  the  necessity 
of  never  doing  it  again  :  but  she 
resolved,  at  the  same  time,  never 
to  be  proud,  for,  said  she,  there 
are  many  here  who  make  them- 
selves as  ridiculous  by  pride  as  I 
do  by  vulgarity.  One  or  two  of 
the  young  ladies  knew  the  children 
that  Letitia  used  to  play  with,  and 
from  feelings  of  jealousy,  because 
she  was,  generally  speaking,  more 
a  favourite  in  the  school  than 
themselves,  ill-naturedly  tald  the 
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others ;  but  whenever  she  was 
told  of  it  again,  she  was  never 
angry,  but  would  say,  cc  well,  most 
likely  I  have  done  wrong,  and  I 
believe  I  have,  but  you  know,  we 
should  never  despise  people  be- 
cause they  are  poor,  for  my  mam- 
ma says,  to  be  proud  is  neither  to 
be  good  nor  happy." 

However,  altogether,  Letitia 
passed  a  comfortable  half  year ; 
and  when  she  returned  home,  her 
friends  had  the  happiness  to  per- 
ceive, that  both  her  mind  and 
manners  were  improved,  which, 
added  to  the  sweetness  of  her  tem- 
per and  disposition,  made  her  ap- 
pear quite  amiable.  I  have  before 
observed,  she  had  personal  advan- 
tages ;  but  what  is  beauty,  if  the 
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mind  is  barren  ?  it  will  avail  no- 
thing; for  it  soon  grows  insipid. 
Therefore,  my  little  readers,  I 
would  have  you  study  to  improve 
your  minds  :  for  if  you  have  beau- 
ty, it  will  render  it  permanent ; 
and  if  you  have  none,  good  sense, 
joined  with  other  good  qualities, 
will  amply  supply  its  place. 

Letitia,  when  she  had  been 
home  a  day  or  two,  felt  inclined 
to  go  and  see  her  old  companions, 
but  after  a  little  consideration,  she 
very  prudently  gave  it  up  ;  for  she 
knew  they  would  expect  her  to 
play  as  formerly,  and  she  made  up 
her  mind  to  take  no  further  notice 
of  them  until  her  indifference  had 
caused  them  to  relinquish  every 
idea  of  the  kind.  However,  when 
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they  met  Letitia,  not  aware  that 
any  change  had  taken  place  in 
her  mind  respecting  them,  and 
although  she  was  with  a  party  of 
friends,  they  called  out  "  Letitia !" 
she  nodded  her  head,  and  passed 
on ;  but  this  neglect  caused  such 
disappointment  and  vexation,  as 
was  not  to  be  borne  by  those  she 
had  been  so  intimate  with,  and 
they  began  to  consult  one  another 
how  they  should  treat  her.  When 
they  next  met  her,  they  hung 
down  their  heads  till  such  time  as 
she  had  passed,  then  turned  round 
and  followed  her,  throwing  little 
stones  and  bits  of  dirt  at  her,  and 
calling  out  "  Lititia ! "  "  Lititia  ! " 
"  look  how  proud  she  is  grown, 
she  forgets  how  she  used  to  play, 
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and  jump,  and  halloo  with  us." — 
And  let  her  see  them  as  often  as 
she  would,  she  was  sure  to  meet 
with  similar  treatment.  Certainly 
Letitia  might  have  put  a  stop  to 
it,  by  complaining  to  her  parents, 
but  she  was  not  angry,  she  could 
only  pity  them ;  for  she  knew 
their  abuse  arose  more  from  igno- 
rance than  malice,  and  that  it  was 
but  the  result  of  her  own  impru- 
dence ;  yet  it  made  her  more  than 
ever  determined  to  adhere  to  the 
resolution  of  not  paying  them  a 
visit. 

This  was  the  Christmas  vaca- 
tion, and  Letitia  and  Laura  had 
many  presents  made  them,  and, 
amongst  others,  some  rich  twelfth- 
cakes.  Some  of  these,  Letitia  was 
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desirous  of  giving  to  her  old  com- 
panions, and  she  mentioned  it  to 
Laura,  who  readily  acquiesced, 
and,  moreover,  added  some  of  her 
own  to  what  Letitia  intended  to 
send.  One  of  the  servants  being 
sent,  was  not  long  before  she  re- 
turned with  very  satisfactory  as- 
surance of  their  presents  having 
been  received  in  the  manner  they 
wished.  The  little  girls  said,  they 
were  very  sorry  for  the  ill  treat- 
ment they  had  been  guilty  of 
towards  Miss  Letitia,  but  they 
begged  her  pardoned,  and  pro- 
mised never  to  try  to  offend  her 
again.  Undoubtedly  they  felt  con- 
vinced, from  this  kind  acknow- 
ledgment, that  she  was  not  ac- 
tuated by  pride.  Letitia  was  very 
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glad,  for  it  reminded  her  of  what 
their  mamma  had  often  said,  that 
it  was  always  best  to  return  good 
for  evil ;  for  it  was  the  most  gentle, 
consequently  the  most  effectual 
means  of  reproof,  and  was  more 
likely  to  bring  satisfaction  to  those 
who  had  experienced  insult,  than 
retaliation,  especially  to  such  as 
might  have  acted  through  igno- 
rance or  mistake ;  for  it  would 
certainly  lead  to  a  right  under- 
standing, Letitia  afterwards  took 
many  opportunities  of  sending 
them  little  trifles,  during  her  stay 
at  home,  for  she  felt  great  plea-< 
sure  in  being  able  to  prove  that 
she  had  not  grown  proud,  and 
that  she  did  not  think  them  be- 
neath her  notice  ;  had  they  con- 
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have  been  a  source  of  great  un- 
easiness to  her. 

The  holidays  having  termina- 
ted, Letitia  and  her  sister  were 
sent  to  school ;  Laura  did  not  go 
the  first  half-year,  but  they  felt 
most  happy  together,  for  never  on 
any  occasion  had  they  been  sepa- 
rate before.  Letitia  had  not  long 
arrived,  before  she  saw  one  of  her 
schoolfellows:  she  kindly  inquired 
after  her  health.  "  Oh,  I  am  very 
well/'  said  the  young  lady,  in  a 
peevish  and  satirical  sort  of  way, 
"4iow  did  you  leave  your  favorite 
cottagers  ?  did  you  go  and  romp 
with  them?"  "  no,"  replied  Le- 
titia, "  I  did  not  go,  but  I  saw 
them."  "  I  thought  you  could 
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not  forget  them,"  said  this  little 
miss.  "  No,  certainly/1  said  Le- 
titia,  "  I  hope  I  shall  never  forget 
my  duty  to  them."  "  Duty/5  re- 
turned the  young  lady,  "  pray, 
what  duty  can  you  owe  to  such  as 
they  are?"  "  Why,  my  dear/' 
said  Letitia,  "  the  same  as  you, 
and  I,  and  every  one  owe  to  all 
poor  people  whom  we  can  be  of 
service  to.  I  cannot  say,  that  I 
have  at  present  assisted  them,  for 
I  have  not  yet  the  means,  but  I 
hope  I  have  afforded  some  plea- 
sure ;  and  if  I  have,  I  have  done 
no  more  than  my  duty." 

Laura  listened  till  she  was  quite 
out  of  patience  ;  being  very  tena- 
cious of  her  sister,  she  would  not 
tamely  stand  to  hear  her  called  to 
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account  by  those  who  had  no  au- 
thority, so,  drawing  her  aside,  she 
said,  C(  my  dear  sister,  do  not  ans- 
wer Miss  Spiteful  any  further,  for 
I  am  sure  she  is  as  disagreeable  as 
her  name,  and  if  she  cannot  talk 
in  a  more  pleasant  way,  she  had 
better  never  speak  to  you  again  ; 
if  she  ever  repeat  such  conduct,  I 
will  inform  our  governess/' 

The  evening  of  the  same  day, 
being  the  first  after  their  return 
to  school,  the  governess  gave  the 
young  ladies  leave  for  a  longer 
time  than  usual  before  they  went 
to  bed ;  this  favour  they  were 
highly  delighted  with,  and  they 
begged  the  teacher  would  relate  to 
them  some  pretty  stories  for  their 
amusement.  She  was  always  very 
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kind  to  them,  especially  when  they 
behaved  well ;  and  whenever  she 
was  asked  a  favour,  she  would  not 
deny  them,  if  it  was  in  her  power 
to  bestow  it.  To  this  she  kindly 
replied,  <c  yes,  my  dears,  I  can 
tell  you  one  or  two  short  ones, 
about  some  little  girls  who  used 
to  come  to  this  school ;  but  as  one 
of  them  came  so  very  lately,  I 
shall  therefore  forbear  to  mention 
her  name  :  this  little  girl  was  re- 
markably covetous,  for  whenever 
she  had  her  weekly  spending  mo- 
ney, she  would  always  keep  it 
back,  instead  of  spending  it  with 
the  other  young  ladies,  lest  it 
should  be  expected  of  her  to  part 
with  any  thing  she  bought ;  but 
it  was  observed,  that  she  never 
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refused  to  accept  of  what  her  kind 
companions  offered  her,  many  of 
whom  were  so  kind-hearted,  that 
they  could  not  bear  to  see  her  go 
without,  although  they  knew  she 
had  no  occasion ;  but  they  were 
not  at  all  times  disposed  to  buy 
things  for  their  own  gratification, 
and  then  they  would  agree  to  give 
it  to  the  first  person  they  might 
chance  to  meet  who  appeared  to 
want.  This,  they  often  declared, 
gave  them  more  pleasure  than  to 
spend  it  uselessly  ;  but  the  subject 
of  my  story  was  never  amongst 
the  number, — she  would  take  care 
to  have  some  plausible  excuse 
ready,  to  avoid  giving  any  thing. 
Another  very  bad  habit  she  had, 
and  which  in  one  instance  served 
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as  a  punishment  for  her  covetous- 
ness,  was  her  carelessness  over  her 
clothes  ;  for,  instead  of  looking  at 
them  before  she  put  them  on,  she 
would  frequently  put  her  stockings 
on  with  holes  in  them ;  indeed, 
almost  all  her  things  were  tumbled 
about  her  box,  and  out  of  order ; 
for  she  used  often  to  lay  her  money 
quite  at  the  bottom  of  the  box, 
and  fancying  it  was  not  safe,  she 
would  go  and  turn  every  thing 
over,  in  order  to  get  it  again  to 
keep  in  her  pocket ;  one  of  these 
fancies  was  the  cause  of  her  losing 
all  that  she  had  taken  such  pains 
to  save,  which  amounted  to  six 
or  seven  shillings ;  for  when  she 
changed  her  pocket,  she  did  not 
observe  that  it  wanted  repairing, 
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and  being  the  afternoon  for  walk- 
ing, she  took  her  money  with  her  ; 
when  she  came  back,  to  her  ex- 
treme vexation  she  found  she  had 
lost  all,  by  having  a  large  hole  in 
her  pocket.  Some  of  the  young 
ladies  happened  to  go  into  the 
room,  and  found  her  crying,  when 
they  inquired  the  cause  of  her  dis- 
tress. She  seemed  loath  to  tell 
them  at  first,  and  when  she  had 
told  them,  all  the  consolation  she 
received  from  them  was,  that  they 
hoped  some  one  might  find  it  who 
wanted  it.  This  was  considered 
very  unkind  by  her  in  her  present 
mood,  but,  however,  she  was  ulti- 
mately quite  cured  both  of  covet- 
ousness  and  carelessness ;  for  she 
was  never  known  to  object  to 
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spend  her  money  as  the  others 
did,  nor  to  put  her  clothes  on 
without  examining  them,  to  see  if 
they  wanted  mending  or  not/' 

The  story  being  concluded,  the 
little  girls  thanked  their  teacher, 
and  made  their  different  remarks. 
Miss  Allworthy  said,  that,  "  she 
was  very  glad  that  it  had  been  the 
means  of  the  young  lady's  leaving 
off  such  practices."  "  Yes,"  said 
another,  "  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that,  I  should  have  felt  sorry  for 
her  loss."  But  Miss  Spiteful,  in 
an  ill-natured  tone,  said,  "  she 
thought  she  had  a  right  to  do  as 
she  pleased  with  what  was  her 
own."  The  teacher  silenced  her 
by  saying,  "  she  had  so,  and  also 
a  right  to  the  punishment  she  re- 
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ceived  by  her  loss,  and  to  equal 
praise  for  discontinuing  such  per- 
nicious customs,  after  discovering 
she  had  been  doing  wrong." 

"  The  next  story,"  said  she, 
"  that  I  shall  relate  to  you,  is 
about  a  young  lady  whose  dis- 
position was  quite  the  reverse." 
The  children  all  thanked  her,  and 
begged  she  would  begin,  for  they 
loved  to  hear  stories  of  that  kind, 
and  the  more  so,  as  she  knew  the 
young  ladies.  The  teacher  said, 
she  was  glad  they  felt  interested, 
for  they  could  not  have  more  en- 
tertaining instruction,  nor  a  better 
criterion  to  judge  of  what  they 
should  not  do,  or  what  they  ought 
to  follow,  than  such  as  had  come 
under  observation,  "  Miss  .Good- 
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child  was  one  of  those,  whose 
whole  delight  was  to  oblige  and 
accommodate  such  as  had  the 
happiness  of  being  placed  around 
her,  the  brief  account  I  shall  give 
of  her  will  enable  you  to  form  an 
idea  of  her  character  in  general : 
she  had  a  very  elegant  needle-case, 
with  cushion  for  pins,  silver  bod- 
kin, handsome  scissars,  and  innu- 
merable articles  besides  ;  in  short, 
it  was  the  most  complete  thing  of 
the  kind  that  could  be,  and  she 
always  took  care  to  have  it  well 
filled  with  needles  and  pins,  that 
she  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
supplying  any  of  the  young  ladies, 
for  there  was  not  one  in  the  school 
who  was  so  careful  as  herself,  so 
that  one  or  other  of  them  had 
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constantly  something  belonging  to 
this  kind  little  girl  in  use.  Seve- 
ral who  used  to  borrow  frequently 
of  her,  although  they  were  very 
careless,  were,  nevertheless,  very 
good-tempered,  and  would  have 
availed  themselves  of  any  oppor- 
tunity to  return  the  obligation, 
which  their  carelessness  and  her 
kindness  laid  them  under ;  but 
for  her  part,  she  felt  so  much 
pleasure  in  what  she  did,  that  if 
the  young  ladies  ever  hinted  such 
a  thing,  she  was  sure  to  acknow- 
ledge herself  the  debtor.  Some 
would  ask  her  '  how  that  could 
be,  when  she  conferred  the  favour 
and  they  received  it  ? '  '  Why/ 
said  she,  '  because  it  affords  me 
happiness,  which  I  should  not 
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otherwise  have ;  and,  you  know,  I 
only  lend  you  the  things/  '  Yes, 
my  dear/  another  would  say,  '  but 
you  would  as  freely  give  them,  as 
lend  them,  if  you  did  not  wish  to 
accommodate  all  alike/  '  Well, 
don't  let  us  talk  about  that/  she 
would  say,  with  great  kindness. 
However,  an  accident  presented 
an  opportunity,  which  her  little 
companions,  much  to  their  credit, 
took  advantage  of.  One  day, 
when  the  school-room  was  at 
liberty,  the  governess  ordered  one 
of  the  servants  to  clean  and  clear 
out  the  closet  where  the  work 
bags  and  boxes  for  the  books  are 
put ;  and  the  next  day,  when  Miss 
Goodchild  took  out  her  bag,  she 
found  it  untied,  and  her  needle- 
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case  gone.  She  was  terribly  per- 
plexed, and  what  to  do  she  did 
not  know  ;  however,  she  thought 
it  best  to  mention  it  to  me,  and 
I  searched  about,  and  found  every 
thing  else  exactly  as  they  had  been 
left,  as  well  her's  as  what  belonged 
to  the  others.  The  governess  was 
informed  of  it,  after  we  gave  up 
looking  for  it,  and  having  made 
inquiries,  she  said,  '  there  was  no 
doubt  remained  of  its  having  been 
thrown  into  the  fire,  with  a  quan- 
tity of  paper  and  other  things, 
that  were  swept  together  ;f  and  all 
were  of  the  same  opinion,  for  the 
servant  was  extremely  honest,  con- 
sequently exceedingly  sorry  that 
any  thing  should  have  been  lost 
through  her  means.  It  was  Miss 
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Goodchild's  turn  to  borrow  now, 
but  no  one  staid  to  be  asked,  all 
were  anxious  to  supply  her  with 
what  she  wanted.  It  was  her  in- 
tention to  send  home  for  another, 
but  this  the  young  ladies  pre- 
vented, for  they  lost  no  time,  but 
collecting  all  their  spending  mo- 
ney, went  to  a  silversmith's  shop, 
and  made  a  purchase  of  another, 
as  near  like  the  one  she  had  lost 
as  possible.  When  it  was  pre- 
sented, the  gratitude  of  this  little 
girl  was  beyond  conception,  for 
she  looked  on  it  as  a  mark  of  the 
highest  respect  that  could  have 
been  paid  her,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  the  other  little  girls  you  may 
imagine  was  complete/' 

"  Well,"    said   Letitia,   "  how 


much  we  are  obliged  to  you,  my 
dear  madam,  for  telling  us  such 
pretty  stories.  Oh,  how  I  should 
like  to  have  been  Miss  Goodchild, 
or  to  be  as  good  and  as  kind  as 
she  was."  Several  said,  they  were 
sure  there  were  others  who  had 
more  reason  to  wish  so,  and  that 
had  she  not  been  present,  and  the 
name  stated,  they  would  have  con- 
cluded it  had  been  Letitia  herself. 
"  Ah,"  said  Laura,  with  seeming 
delight,  "  I  thought  it  was  very 
like  my  sister,  when  Miss  Tho- 
roughgood  (that  was  the  teacher's 
name),  was  telling  it."  "  I  fear," 
said  Letitia,  "  I  do  not  deserve 
the  opinion  you  are  so  generous  to 
entertain  of  me,  and  so  kind  to 
express  ;  but  since  you  have  been 
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pleased  to  shew  me  such  deference, 
as  the  only  recompence,  I  will 
study  to  make  myself  worthy  of 
it."  "  That  is  a  just  and  prudent 
determination/'  replied  Miss  Tho- 
roughgood,  "  and  I  would  advise 
you  for  ever  to  cherish  such ;  for 
by  endeavouring  to  do  that,  you 
will  strengthen  the  good  opinion 
that  your  companions  and  friends 
entertain  of  you."  She  now  dis- 
missed them,  for  the  servant  had 
entered  the  room  almost  an  hour 
before,  to  inform  them  their  time 
was  nearly  expired.  They  each 
of  them  kissed  their  teacher,  bid 
her  good  night,  partook  of  a  slight 
refreshment,  and  retired  to  rest. 

In  the  morning,  she  addressed 
them  as  fallows : 
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"  My  clear  children,  I  rejoice  to 
find  that  harmony  and  friendship 
predominate  among  you  ;  I  sin- 
cerely hope,  it  may  continue  un- 
interrupted, for,  of  all  things,  I 
admire  to  see  children  happy » 
Childhood  is  always  looked  upon 
as  the  most  delightful  period  of 
our  lives,  but  when  once  passed 
and  that  we  are  capable  of  reflec- 
tion, it  appears  so  transient,  that 
in  retracing  those  scenes  and  oc- 
cupations we  would  fain  dwell  on, 
they  seem  to  have  passed  away  as 
a  pleasing  dream,  and  to  have  af- 
forded such  happiness  as  we  knew 
not  how  to  value  until  it  had  been 
as  it  were  irrecoverably  lost  to  us. 
But  those  are  days  of  entire  inno- 
cence, and  as  we  act  under  its  in- 
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fluence,  so  from  that  source  may 
be  said  to  spring  all  our  enjoy- 
ments and  delights.  Our  days  of 
childhood  are  no  sooner  fled,  than 
the  cares  of  this  life  and  the  world 
gradually  devolve  upon  us,  and  the 
pleasures  of  childish  innocence  as 
gradually  diminish,  until  all  but 
the  pleasing  remembrance  of  what 
memory  loves  to  cherish  are  gone. 

*  Childhood's  lov'd  group  revisits  ev'ry  scene, 

*  The  tangl'd  wood-walk,  and  the  tufted  green  : 

*  Indulgent  mem'ry  wakes,  and,  lo!  they  live, 

*  Cloth'd  with  far  softer  hues  than  light  can  give,* 

<e  This,  my  dears,  you  will  all, 
by  experience,  find  to  be  true, 
whatever  are  your  future  situa- 
tions or  circumstances  in  life ; 
therefore  improve  the  present  op- 
portunity of  comparatively  real, 
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that  you  may  have  the  more  sweet 
and  permanent  scope  for  future 
reflections/' 

With  such  a  kind  teacher,  you 
may  judge  Letitia  and  Laura  to 
have  passed  their  time  as  happily 
as  most  young  ladies.  Holidays 
came  and  went  until  a  succession 
of  years  had  passed  away,  and 
their  education  was  completed ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  nei- 
ther time,  trouble,  nor  expense 
was  thrown  away  upon  them, 
Letitia,  in  particular,  ever  since 
she  had  began  to  consider  the  dif- 
ference betwixt  right  and  wrong, 
had  wisely  made  it  her  study  to 
correct  her  errors,  of  whatever 
nature  they  might  be.  If  she 
were  accused  of  neglect  of  any 
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kind,  she  never  tried  to  justify 
herself,  but  carefully  endeavoured 
to  avoid  the  like  again :  she  was 
charitable  in  the  fullest  meaning 
of  the  word,  and  she  understood 
its  real  meaning ;  she  was  aware, 
it  was  not  merely  giving  alms  to 
the  poor,  that  constituted  cha- 
nty,— she  was  charitable  in  all 
her  thoughts.  Her's  was  true 
charity,  it  was  her  ruling  and  act- 
ing principle  ;  not  arising  in  par- 
ticular from  good-nature,  so  as  to 
make  her  rest  satisfied  with  being 
free  from  malice  or  ill-will  towards 
her  fellow-creatures,  but  it  was  a 
disposition  residing  in  her  heart, 
and  was  a  fountain  from  which  all 
her  other  virtues  flowed.  With 
so  many  excellent  qualities,  and  a 
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mind  so  capacious,  it  would  have 
been  extraordinary  for  Letitia  not 
to  be  universally  beloved  ;  but 
she  enjoyed  that  satisfaction  which 
she  so  justly  deserved,  for  there 
was  no  person  who  knew  her  who 
did  not  feel  happiness  in  her  soci- 
ety. The  poor  looked  up  to  her, 
and  would  at  any  time  rejoice  at 
an  opportunity  to  serve  her ;  and 
in  the  circle  of  her  acquaintance 
she  moved  with  such  sweetness  of 
manners,  so  perfectly  unassuming, 
and  kindly  communicative,  that 
she  gained  both  their  love  and 
respect.  And  Laura,  though  her 
character  was  not  quite  so  exalted 
as  her  sister's,  possessed  many 
good  qualifications ;  but  she  was 
too  fond  of  indulging  in  inconsist- 
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encies,  for  whilst  she  admired  her 
sister  for  her  candour  and  gene- 
rosity, she  would,  for  the  sake  of 
cherishing  feelings  of  pride,  act 
contrary  to  her  inclination  and 
understanding ;  in  fact,  she  was 
more  like  such  as  we  may  every 
day  meet  with,  she  chose  circum- 
stances, rather  than  reason,  for 
her  guide. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  my  little 
readers  will  study  to  imitate  the 
character  of  Letitia,  for  by  so  do- 
ing they  will  see  how  much  can 
be  accomplished,  by  striving  to 
guard  against  errors,  after  they 
are  pointed  out  by  their  parents 
or  teachers.  You  find  that  by 
adhering  to  good  advice,  and  try- 
ing to  excel,  Letitia  is  become, 


62 

from  a  giddy  thoughtless  child, 
one  of  superior  worth  :  in  her  own 
mind  what  satisfaction  she  must 
feel,  and,  above  all,  every  one 
contemplates  her  with  feelings  of 
pride  and  delight. 

As  it  wholly  depends  upon  our 
good  or  bad  conduct  in  life,  what 
share  of  love  and  esteem  we  enjoy 
from  our  friends,  and  the  world 
around  us,  how  necessary  it  is  for 
us  to  be  circumspect,  and  not  to 
run  on  heedlessly,  as  if  we  cared 
not  whether  we  had  any  one 
belonging  to  us  whom  we  might 
offend  ;  or  that  there  was  not  One 
who  knew  all  our  actions,  even 
if  they  were  hid  from  all  the 
world.  God  has  given  us  all 
power  over  our  thoughts  and  ac- 
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tions,  therefore  it  is  nothing  less 
than  rash  disobedience,  if  we  do 
not  properly  exert  what  is  so  mer- 
cifully bestowed  upon  us,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities. 


THE  END. 
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